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AND SOME RECENT SWEDISH POETS

SWEDEN has followed the general tradition of the
northern countries of Europe in the history of its
poetry. Its earliest writers of the seventeenth
century cultivated the didactic verse then generally
prevalent, and were mainly occupied in redeeming
the Swedish language from roughness and barbarism.
Such poets as Stjernhjelm and Samuel Columbus,
contemporaries of Dryden, Malherbe, and Logau,
offered to their readers little lyrical faculty and less
imaginative passion ; they tended to the diffuse, the
verbose, the rhetorical, but they polished and
sharpened the instrument, they made the language
of their country one peculiarly well prepared for
the variety and harmony of the poetic art. Later
poets looked to France for inspiration ; there was a
Ronsardist period and an Augustan period Under
Queen Ulrika Eleonora, Pope and Addison became
the arbiters of poetic elegance. The close of the
eighteenth century saw the arrival of Bellmann, the
improvisatore of dithyrambs, a lyrical writer of the
highest originality. Then, like her neighbours,
Sweden experienced a change of heart; she passed